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• Requested by the Director of the Of f i'ce of Indian 
Education PtograBs, this evaluation of the A Better Chance (ABC) 
Prograa adainis^ered by the New Eng.land Regional ABC Office 
headquartered' on the caapus of 'Darta'outh College consists <if 17 
parts, each comprised of at least 2 separate, statements titled ' 
"Observations" and "Recommendations" regarding the following: 
communications; public relations; proposal submission; funding 
deadline; recruiting; oxiefltation program; student screening; .school 
selection; acadexicis; extra-curricular' activities; correspondence 
from home;, newspapers.; maximum- enrollme&t; student cotfment^; - 
supervisory comments; teacher comments; and the expansion an'd 
regionalizatiqn of ABC. As reported here, the ABC Program suffers 
from: extremely poor communicatio^is ^nd public relations? a lack of 
secure funds due to 'late proposal submission; a°pjoor recruitmejit 
program |^ the total students, in the program, '50X are Navajo, 
Hopi, and the remaining 5% Laguna) ; lack of communication on* the part 
of students vith their homes a«d families (few letters and no 
Sviaence of local newspapers) ; a lack of maximum enrollments 
.Horthf.ield-flt. Herman is 19 students' under, the maximum entollment) ; 
frustration on the part of , sup.er visors and ^teachers regarding the 
.insecurity of funds, lack of '|MJblic relations, .communications, etc.; 
and some frustration on the part of students regarding the distance 
from h.ome. Positive evaluations and/or no jrecommeijdations are . 
presented for the oth^r areas evaluated. fJC) . . 
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, V EVALUATION ^REPORT 

. '/ • , pf^ ^ ■ . . • 

jmTMOUTS^'^ A BETTER CHANCE PROGRAM ( 
\ Nov&iber 4, 1976^ 

' \ 

In response to .a request by the Director, Office of Indian Education Progjsams, 

* . ^ ^ / . , ' • . . 

an evaluation, was conducted or^ the ABC Program administered by the New 

England Regional ABC Office headquartered on the campus of Dar^uth College 

• < 

* at^ Hanover, New Hampshire. Arreuigements were made w£th itfr. Floy<^Brady, 

Ditector of the New England' Regional ABC Program to visit ABC ''staff, manage^ 

ment, students participating in program at Northfield-Mt. Herman, 

Massachusetts and Woodstdck,, Vermont, staff of the Native American studies 

Department at Dartmouth^, and others, interested students, citizens, ajid members 

of fi^e community. Tbis^t^epori Ijonsists of 17 parts, ea^h comprised of at 

least two separate statements entitled. Observation (s) and Recomme nda tion (s) , 

and where applicable, a, third statement. Option (s) , will 2ye. included . 

~^ 

• V ^ THE EVALUATION 

« 

!• Commiicat^ions (Observation} . • - ^ ' , ' 

^ There is very little evidence to support any resemblance^ of* ''open com'- 
' munication^ i?etveen the Bureau of Indian Affairs,' the regional offich * 

of ABC at Dartmouth, or from the national office of lABC in Boston, with 

Area Off ices,' Agencies, or tribal' organizations expledning objectives, 

• ' ^ ^ * ^ ' . ' / « ^ . 

rationale, philosophy, and opportunities, the ABC Programs off er to - 

Native American students. Consequently, the number of ^tudehtel^ parti-- " 

cipating in the two ABC Programs competred to the littmber of spaces \ 

available is quite small. ^ ^ ' ' * i ' 



Pro-ams sometimes suffer from lacktof partid£patlpn simply because 
people throughout the country ^Ure not inf&cmed as to various oppor-* 
tunities afforded Indian youth. 

• * 

Recommendation: Every ^ effort should be extended immediately byofficials 

of all peirties cona^rned to open up commnications and eliminate problems 

that have cropped up ii? the past concerning information pertaining to 

♦ 

opportunities offered by the ABC- Program r and flow the program can pro^ 
vid^ educational opportunities for interested Indian youth • 

Ptiblic Relations (Observation} ^ * \ 

Communication^ and<public relations go I^and^in-hand * ^Each will fail ^ 
without the support and cooperation of the other. ^ The ABC School at 
Northfield'-Mt. Hermon has six students at the present time. However, ' 
the* administration and staff at this schooXfare jprepared for 25 parti^ 

cipants if arrangements are made properly and problems cor^erning fund- 

* ^ 
ing are decided earlier than they have^b'een during the present 1976^77 

school gear. A private school cannot wait until 'thr^e months after 

the beginning of the school year to determine if students are going 

. ^ i 

to participate or if funds are going to be allocated to help defray 
expenses of these students. 

Recommendation:^ Again, every effort should be e)ctended immediately py 
offiqials of all parties concerned to create a ^ood public relations 

* 

program to eliminate problems phat *have crdpped' up in the past concern^ 
ing information pertaining to' opportunities offered by the ABC Program, 
and how the program can provide educatixonal oppc^rtunities for interested. 
Indian youth. , ' * - ' ' ' 



Option: Sjse Appendix #1, Objective and Operating Plan, for '1977, 
* * • t 

which way help to eliminate this problem. ^; < ' ' 



XXI. Proposal Submission (Observation) 



The proposal submitted to the Office of Indian Education Programs kn 

Washington, D. C, from the New England Regional ABC Office at 

* * » " - 

Dartmouth College was dated September I> 1976. This is approximately * 

/'tije same time as the present 1976-77 school y^r started. Needless 

to say, the ^ecision as ta whether fund this program has not been 

determined as of ^this date.' Eowever, in the interim, students, staff, 

and administrators have been trying to opeiate in a vacuum, with serious 

questions asjio how long it 'will be before decisions are made concerning^ 

these two programs. ' . - . * 



' Recoamendation: See Appendix H, Objective and Operating Plan for f977, 

. ' ... , \ 

whSdh will eliminate this problem. * ^ ) . , 

IV. funding Deadline (Obseryaiionl ' 

As sijbated above, 'the proposal submitted to the Office of ^Indian Education 
.Programs on September 1, 1976 ^ has not been funded as of this date. 
• Consequently, students, staff, administrators, add pro-ams suffer 
from ,the tardiness and the clouds of indecision that generate a feel- 

* Ing of. frustration for the clients. Six students are now participating 
in the Northfiel^^t . Herpaon ABC Program, and the school is prepared 

• for a'^maximmi of 25 participants^ Since^ they are a private institution, 
they can ill^ffard wadting several months lor officials in the BIA to 

^decide whether or not specific programs p^rili or will not, be allocated 
funds for 1;he present fiscal yeaic. • ' * 

ERIC ■ ' «6 • ' . 



. Recozmendation: Se^ Appendix H, Ohjecttve and Operating Plan for 1977, 
whicli will ellmixmte this problem. * . * > 

V. Recruiting (Observation). 

. ^ At the present time. In both of the JiBC Programs deserved, appi^pxim^tely 
50 percent are Navajo, 45 percent ffopl, and the remaining five percent 
consist of Laguna, New York and North Dakota people. This small tribal 
partlcipatic^.c^ be attributed directly to Jt6ms #1, and #2,' Conmmica- 
* ^ tions and Pub^p Relations. People in the fleld^mply do not have the ^ 
information or Are not informe^f the educational opportunities offered, 
to Indian' youth who participate in the ABC Programs. * ^ ^ , 

^ Recommendation:'^ See Appendix ifl. Objective and Operating^ Plan for 1977, 

' , * ... \ % . 

which will help to eliminate this problem. 



VI. Orientation Procr ram (Observation) 

^ , i. 

This section is not a reality at the present time and has only been 
discussed as a possibility, for the future. Howeve^, if an individual . 
considers Items H, #2, And if 5, the orientation program aspect looms 
as a key to eliminating these three problem areas. ^ The<co/5t of<con- 
ducting several orientation programs would *be^more than justified, 
add lustre to the ABC concept, '^but most important of all, provide 
educational oppbrtunlties for many more students that may not have^ / 
those opportunities at the local level at the present time..- / 

* ' • • ' ' ■ V • ''^^ 

Recom^hdation: S6e Appendix §1, Objective and Operating Plan^'.for 1977, 
which will help to eliminate this problem. . 



VXX." student Scre^ng7 ^(€ib^ ' . ' ^ - 

No problepff with the stvtdentjscreenlng process.: Students are screened 
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in 'Boston then forwarded to the Regional Office, and then folders are- 
sent to "tiie local school level where final sel.ections are *m^de^ ' Every 
effdrt is made to fit the student into the programs and the environment 
which best fits his^^eeds. , • " 



Recommendation: None 



yiTI. Sc hool Selection (Observation} 

No problems with the^chool selection prdcess^ ^ Individual- students in 
both ABC Brggrams seeined very satisfied with their school, communities,' 
Staff, peer grajip, academics, extra-^curricular activities, etc. 

^Recommendation: None ' > / 

IX* Academics (Observat^ion) * ^ , • • \ 

''What is the nhst difficult subject you have had sihee you entered 

the ABC Program?'* was asked each participant in both ABC Programs. 

.pie^ answer was unanimous* All students have difficulty with English , 

momposition* They can express themselves verbally but have difficulty 

expressing themselves in writing* This seems to be the major problem 

with each partici'pcoit * The academic program of each school visited 

is a firm reminder of the '*Basic 3R's" and the more traditional 

"solid subject curriculum" which has been diluted^ with more popular 
.1: . _ 

educational te2:minolog}j expressed in the" school systems today* The 

ABC^ participants have no difficulty with the other academic portions 

of the program* - 

Recommendaton: None, Keep up the good workl ^ ^ 




' •■ • .5-- 8 



ERIC 



Extra-curricular Activities (Observation) 

No problem* with the extra-<:urricular activities offered by the twQ 
ABC schools that were observed. All students agreed^ iihat they^had 
ample opportunities to participate* in a variety of activities a£ter % 
schoo^ and on weekends • ; , ^ [ ^ v * 

Reconsnendation: None, keep up the good worki * ' 

Correspondence from Home (Observation) " ' /" 

Nearly 100 percent of the students expressed their concerns abeut the 

lack o£^ correspondence from home. Some ^of the Navajo stndents had 

received a supply of pinon nuts and were enjoying their limited supply. *^ 

Other students were curious about any type of news front 'their homes. 

^ ^ ,' ' • ^ 

They were interested in anything ranging from^e outlook for § good 

pinon harvest, to the University of N^^ MexiccrTS5tball team, to the 

weather Conditions in various- parts of New Mexico^ and Arizona. 

\ « - ' ' 

Recomme^ationr Ev^t^effort should be extended by adults at tfie local 

, level to encourage immediate family ank friends i;o maintain correspond 

dence with the students participating in the ABC Programs. This en- 

ab^ragement cou^d come ftom the local conmuhity, schools. Agencies, . _ 

Areas, churches, friends, etc. When students a^e away ftom their home 

communities, any lettef\received is deephy appreciated^ 

Newspapers (Observation) 

» 

There was 'no evidence of newspapers from any of the students' home 
towns » Every Navajo student asked why they could not get copies of the 
Navajo Tibe's . This appears to be a15reakdown in^omminlcatioris and 
public relations indirectly involving the lack of flinging through the BZA. 



^Xllt. Maxdjmm Enrollm^t (Observation) ^ / ♦ 

Northfield-'Mt . Hermon is 19 students under the maximum enrollment. ,If 

. ^ edxfcatipnal opportunities are available and professional jaducators do 

' ' ' ^ • ^ ' / • . . 

not take every opportunity to fill all vacancies f this is a disservice 

^ « , . " , ' • / / 

to the young people that we are professionally obligated to serve. 

Again f no particitlar individual lior organization is jbo plame. With a 

concentrated professional approach beginning s^t the local level, in- 

pluding management of the ABC Ptogram and of the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs, these problems can'ahd will be solve^i in the ixmaediate future. 

• < 

If students are qualified for this program and have the ^nner ^desire 
to obtain a solid college^prep academic program, then we, as profes-- 
sional educators- are remiss in part of ouj; duties* to help these spidents 
take giant steps in fulfilling their dreams and their ambitions. If- 
people are not willing to help young people in their educatiSbai en- 

: r V • ■ - . - 

^d^^or^^^^^en perhaps, these same ^e^ple^ are in the wrong field. 

/ 

Recowmisndation: See Appendix if 1, Objective and Operating Plan for 1977, 

-* / • 

which will help to eliminate, th^'s problem. 

/ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ . ' 

XIV. Student Comments (Observation) * ^ - 

/ ' ^ ^ ' 

svery student that is now participating in the two^ABC Programs is very 

satisfied thus ^ar. Each student indicated they" would like to see mord 

■ y • ' , ■ ' 

participation from oth^ students f rom , their own tribe. ^Some ptud^ts 
indicate^ the academJ/c school year was a long, long time to be away 



family, and friends, ,1 



from their home, family, az?d friends, , with only one break for Christmas 
vacatxon^ / 

Recommendation If the previous recommendations in the report are con- 
sidered, ^the /student comments will be dlarified. 
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Supervisory Comments (Observation) ' 

The supervisor of the Regional ABC Office at Dartmouth has expressed 

' - his views pertaining to the values students received from participating 

I in the ABC Programs. However, frustrations do exist 'wit± the delays in 

■ tunding, lack of participation, communications, public relations, etc. - « • 

, All of these concerns have been expressed a number of times^ and the 

? same frus^ations conhinue to proil and will continue until decisions 

are made' in Washington, D. C'whiqh'will determine the fate of the ' . t 

^AJ5C Program for Indian yohth. ' . 9 
• * 

Recommendation: See Appendix H, Objective and Operating Plan for 1977, 
-^bichwill ' help to aliminate these problems.^ 

XVI. Teacher; Comments' (Observation) 

Teachers associated with the Indian participants of. these two ABQ 
Programs are 100 percent in support of the aims, objectives, philosophy, -* 
•; and opportunities presented to the participants in these programs. How' 

ever, they are very frustrated in the time delays for funding the pro- ' ~ 
- sfxaja for the 1976-77 school year, as these delays caute a decline in 
enrollment as stated earlier in this report, b^use private schools^ 
cannot operate effibiehtly with empty beds in .the dormitories. Two 
teachers expressed themselvels with a lack of^audio-visual material^ 
and textual materials available concerning Indian people of North 

s' 

America. ' y 

Recoimendationi I personally gave' these teachers names, addresses, 
telephone nutabers of individuals who would be resourceful in this area 
With better communications and public relations, this problem can be ^ 

• * • 

eliminated in the very near future. 

-8- ' ^ • 
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XVII. Expand and Regionalize ABC (Observation) 

^Two professional educators suggested the ABC concept be expanded by con^ - 
tracting with private schools in Albuquerque, Santa Fe, or Denver ^o the 
students would not be physicadly iemoved so far^ from home. The BIA school 
^ system does have the facilities, resources,' and some personnel that are 
capable of handling the ABC Program closer td home. However, questions 
*do arise as to whefAer the curriculum^would meet their individual academic 
needs, the staff would meet the needs, and the administrators would be able-^ 
^ to cope with ackdemically successful stud^ts on a limited basis. These * 
' people also feel it is robbery to remove talented students from the home 
environment and transplant them 2,400 miles away in a^completSly foreign 
, environments However, it should be pointed out that these- students , even 
though they are transplanted* hundreds of miles away from home, may have a 
better atmosphere for learning to Jzake. their place without interference 
' ^ from home, community, family, relatives and otheit tribal groups who may 

r - - ' * 

. ^ tempt these s€udents into social conditions that may not .be desirable. 

Reconmendation: None. Item tfl5 ^is a .decision that must be considered 
within the ^Office of Indian Education Programs. » - 

' CONCLUSION ' . ' 

^ Financing educational program^ is very expensi^^. Excellentx academic programs 
are very difficult to identify. Educatiopal opportunities are a^^ant.. Gifted 
studeifts are the minority in th^ educational spectrum. It is difficult to 
obtain decisions relative to gqvernment ^t the vejgy best. It is disgraceful 
that education^^l^pportuni;ies. £igr^^^I^ youth are nearly strangled and smothered 
because of the financing for these programs is delayed. '^People^to^people 
relationships^, could be revitalized throu^ the transfytsion of mutual respect, 
cooperation, azA understand which would provide a. solid educational background 
i^n^/^for the Indian le^aders of tomorrow.^ ^ h ^ ^ 

kML * . . • 12 
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arid Dei/Blo]iAnent - 




Englind Regional ABC Office headquqrtered on tne (impiiB o£^^D^tmouth 
College at Hanover ^ Ilanmhir^^ Ax^iMngemertia^mra^ with 'f ' 

tir. Floyd Brady ^ Director^ ?few Englmd Region^ABC/^^'io'^viGit ABC staffs ^ 
management^ atudents partvcipating in the JSU^ program at North field - 
Mt. ^Hermon^ Maesaahuaetta^ and Woodatoak^^ Vermor^t^ Q't^ff.PT i^he c/ativ^ 
Amexn^an Studies Department at Dartmouth/ and otn&r intereated atudenia^ 
citizens y and members of tlie ^^^^FW^^S^,^^^ will consist of approxi^ 

mately 1? parta^ md'^ach f^^^nn ^cytfi^^ rrmrt ( ra of at least two 




' ^[b^ S\/^tJU^thr>\ ^ C^t^^^ 

I. CCMmflCATXOHS (OBSERVATION) ' . . ^ , 

^ JLL ll ^Cl Ill uf i ii a ^ 

There is very little evidence to ^SKprpart ^any resemblance of . : 
^open communication", between, the Bureau of Iddilocn Affairs^ the^ 
regional office of ABC at Partmouth^ or frcjn the^^ national offices- 
of ABC in Boston^ with Area: Offices ^ Agenc^'^ or tribal organic - 
z^itions explaining pbjectivea^ rat[Copale^ P^^i'loaop}^^' and oppor^ . 
* tunitiea the ABC Pragrama^offer to IJativeJimepic^atu^ 
Consequently^ the number of students part-i^^Mng .in the two ABC 
, \ Brograms compared to the number ^of space's available is^ quite small. 

Pro'yrams aometimes suffer from tack of participation aimply because ^ 
p^ple st^woUgliout t^e country ^ape not informed as ^to various 
opportunities affoz^ded Indian yt^th.' < ^, . ^ ^ 



•^^"gHASjaW; Every^ effort should be extended immediately by 
ojjicial^ ^oY all parties doncemed to open up cpmrunications and' 
^ eliminate problems that 9iave cropped up irt the past concerning' 

information pertainuig to opportunities offered by ^ the BBCBrogramj 
y . arid how the 4K6 program can, provide e^tucational opportunities for 
interested Indian youth. ' ' ^ ' *• ^ 



II. P UB^C SELAppaS (OBSEjRVATIQII) 
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Carmmiaaticna and pubtia flelatiom go 'nand-iri'-hand. Eaoh, tiitt 
fail witJiout the ^sicppoT*-^. '<pid oocfperation the otliep. TJte ABC,' - . , 

School at Noi^hfietd-Mt. Hemori has six students at the pvestsnt 



r 



time. Uowsver, the adminiatration and 3/>cff at tHa sa^iool ^ * 
'• prepared for 25 partiaipanta if arrangementa are made properlij 
■ and problma oonoeming 'funding are decided earti-ecr than. tJiey 
}ica)e been during the preoent J976-77 ^oliool Xear.\ A private^ 
Bohool cannot wait until three montha after the^beginning of ^ 
the aqhool ijear to detemijM if atudanta are going to partioi- ' 
pate or if funds are going to be allocated to help defray 
' expenaea of'theao atudenta. 

RECOmENDATION: Again^ every effort ahould be extended imiedi- 
ateiy 'by offioiala of ail partiea .'concerned to create a good • 
public relationa program to eliminate problems that have cropped 
up in the past .coyioeming infoxmatian pertaining to oppiortunitvea 
offered by^t^w MP Prvgrgm, arid 'now the-'ASC Program can provide 
'eduoaUpnal opportunitiea for interested IivOori xjouth. 
" ' . ' ._-"'"/ " ' - 

• OPTION: See Appendix //I, Objective and Operating Plan 'for 1977, 
' which may help to eliminate ihis problem^ 

> * * • ' 

JJJ. PROPOSAL SU BMISSION (OBSEKVATION) 
— ' . • 

The proposal aubnitted to tJiH Office of Indian Education Programs 
in Washington, B.C., front the' dew England Regional ABC Office at 
Darimouth College was dated September 1, 1970, , This is approx^ 
mately the acme time as ttie present 1976-77 School Tear st€^ted. 
Needless to say, the decision aa to whether to fund this program 
has not been determined as ofJ;his date. 'However, in the tutertm, 
students, ataff, and acminiatrator,3juzt)e been trying to opera-U %n t 
a vaauumj with eerioua queationo as to how long it will be Pe fore 
deaisidns i<zre made conaerrtingji^e two programst t hat of fan 

HECOimkmATIOlf: , See Appendix ffl, Obo'ectivo arid Operating Plan 
for 1977, whicih wilt elvnimte this problem. 

IV. ^WING ^DSADLINE (OBSERVATION) 

■ ~ ' . ' 

As stated uwU, the ^proposal submitted to the Office of IrMan 
^ ' ■Education Programs on Sept&nber 1, 1976, has not been fimaed-as ' 
of this date. Consequently, students, staff, administrators,^ and ^ 
promams suffer from the tardiness and the clouds of indeavaton 
that generate a feeling of fruatration for the clienta.. 'S%x 8^- 
dents ore now participating in the North fielcHdt. Herman ABC Pro- 
V gram, and the'^^^ prepared for a maximum of 25 participants. ^ ^ 
Since they- are a private institution, t'ney can ill-afford jmtttvf^ 
for several montlts for officials in the DU to decide wheftier lor 
not apecifio progrqmo will or will not be allocated funds for tne - 
present fiscal year. ' . ' - . . 

RECOl-jMEnVATION: See Appendix U, Ob,3sotive and Operating Plan for 
1977. which will eliminate this pjKblm." 
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mTINS (OBSmVATION) 

At tiie present . tim^ in both of the ABC Programs observed approxi^ 
mately SO percent are ilavnjo, 45' percent Hopi^ and the remaining 
five 'percent ocnsist of Laguna, iJew York and llorth Dakota people. 
This sfnqlt tribal participation can be ^attributed directly to Items 
ifl and <r^, Corrmmications anfi Public Relations. People in the 
field siinply do not have the infoz^pion or are not informed of ihe 
educational opporPunities dffered to Indian youth participate, in 
ihe ABC Programs. ' / , ♦ 

RECXMIElJDATIOil: See Appendix Objeotiv^ arid Operating Plan for * 
1977^ which will help to eliminate this problem. 

VI. ^ daiMTATiojr progpjim (observation) 

TJtis \Bection is not a reality c^t the present time atid has only been 
discussed as a masibiliify for the future. However^ if an indivi^ 



dual considers Jk^ms H^M^, ' and ffSj the Orientation Program aspect 
loomd as a key to elimimting these three problem areas. The cost ^ 
of conducting several fhientation frograms would be more ttian Juati^ 
fied, add lustre to the ABC^ concept^ but most important of all, 
provide edaaational opportunities for many more btudents tJiat maj ; 
not have those opportunities at the local level at the present time. 

RECOimiWATIOti: See Appendix Objective. and^ Operating Plan for 
197?^ which will fielp to elimimte this problml 



vim.' STUDEUT SCR EEUIllG (OBSERVATIOd) ' ' ^ . 

-No problems with the student^ screening prqoe0. S^tudsnts ar^screenfd 
in Bpston then forwarded to trie Regiony-j^^^Bzi folders are^sent to 
the local school level wnere the final deoisicns xW€ mad \ ? (im f i ko "^rdrn -* 
^u>^ k, ^ i^n ^ pmoMO . Eveiyy effort is made to fit tiie student into the programs 
; /znd the environment which best fits his needs. 

RECOl^immATIOlh ^one. 

VIII. SCHOOL SELECTION (OBSERVATION) / • 

No prQblems iftth tiie -school selection^ pro,ces8. /^pLsigt^d with o\mh 
' individual student^in'both jUBC Pro^rams^ and * ihmj [seemed very 

satisfied with tJieir school^ communities, staff, peer.grvup, aaado^ • 
-njitps^ extra^urriculap activities, etc. ^ 

■ RECOmmWATIOll: ilcme ■ ' ^ ■'• 

h. '■ ACADEt'ilC'S (OBSERVATION) • , ^ ' - 

J asked the same cpiestion of each of the jpartioipants of both ABC 
- Programs. Trie questipn wa», ^Hflvxt is tJie most difficult subject ' 
you have had since you entered the ABC Prog ram?^ . The answer 
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x^8 imaminouB. All atiuients have' difficulty hrith English coinpo^ 
^ition. Tftgy can e:cpres^ 4^hemseXve3 verhdHy hu±^^^ifi^^^^^^^ 
€s:px*088 T}ieni8 elves M^j^ writfiSi^}if:g±iah Pmuduir^&^'i^uiajor 
-'problem with eaohpartiidlipmt^ Tfie aoademia program of each 
^ aalwol visited 'isjffirm res^nder of the ^'I^asia 3R^3" arid the more 
traditional '^Solid Subjeoi Curriculum" which has been diluted 
with more popular educational terminology expressed in the school 
systems today. Thk -ABC/participants Jiaoe no difficulty witJt the 
other academic portions trf < py am ggwoJ wlbh on \ji dxil^ hmu u. 

EEC OaSEgMTSDSTION: None, Keep up t}i4 good work!! 

X. EXTBACURRICVLAR ACTIVITIES (OBSEWATIOS) 

No problem witli the^ extracurricular activities offered by the two 
ABC schools that Were observed* AVtr^tudonts agreed that-^ikey 
Juxd' ample opportunities to participate in a variety of activities . 
after^school and on weekends. 

RECOMMENDATION: t)one. Keep up the good work!! ' \ 

> 

XT. COSRESPOIWEUCE FEDH EOm (0BSSR7ATI0N) . , - 

Nearly 100 percent of t^te students expressed their concemsdbout 
the lack of cgrresponddtvc^ from home. Some of the Ndo^ajo students 
^ had received a supply of pinon nuts and were enjoying their^ limited 
supply^ ^bmsa^aa^f^if99f^is^ Other students were curious about 
^ any type of it^ws from their ^icmes. They were interested in^ny^ 

thing ra>2ging from the outlook for a good^pinon harvest^ to Univer^ 
sity of New Mexico foqtball tcam^ to th^ weatJier conditions in 
varidus parts of New Mexico and Arizona. ^ \ 

^ \ " '^^ ^COMI'IENDATION: Evex^ effort sJiould be extended by adults at the 
local level to Encourage jLfmediate family and frimds to maintain 
correspondence with the students participating in the ABC Programs. 
This erux>uragement could come from the local ccnmunity^ schools, 
* ^ Agencies, Areas, cJiurches, friends, etc* iWlien students are jmm^^ 

from their home communities, ^any letter received is de^ly ^^J^ 
' appreciated. * ^ • . 

ZTJ. UmSPABEBS (OBSERVATIONS 

There was no evidence of newspapers from any of the students ' lionie . 
towns^ Every Ilavajo student asked why they could ^not get copies 
^ ' * ' of the Nai^jedo Times . Tliis appears to be a breakdown in conmmica-- 
. tionq and public relations indirectly involving the lack of funding^ 

through the BIA% * ^ * y 

nil. iwmm >enrollwnz (observation} - \ 

Norpfifield'-Mtj Herman is 19 students^under tJie maximum enrollment. 
. . , ' If educational opportunities are avdilable and prof essional educators 
do not ^take every opportu>iity to fil^ al^ vacancies, •ttWt, in w j^ 
iHJifiiuiij f"/bipg this is a disservice the youn^ people that w/ 



profeasionaTluohli^ated, to serve. Again^ no particular ivdividiial 
yior o^p^cmization/ i5 to filme^ hfith a conaentrc^ted profd^shional 
opprac^/i^^gffijpiTia at the local levels including mayiagemimt^ of 
tlie f^fimiia ' ^i^^gGmant of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, y these 
prohlms can and will pe solved in the immediate future. If ^ 
students are qudlif^sd^ for tlvisf^rogram and have the inner desire 
fy^ ohtcdn a solid college-'prep aoademio program, then we, as pro-' 
fess^onal educatorS^j are remiss in part of our duties to help 
tJiese s-^dents take gianjf steps in fulfilling their dreams^ and 
their, ambitions. If peoptei are not witling to help young people 
in their educational endeavors, tiien perhaps, these same people 
are in th,e wrong field. 

J^COMi'iEtlDATION: ..See Appendix nl, Ob.jective 'and Ope^rating Plan for 
1977, wh%an will'help to laliminate this problem. ^ 

STUPE IIT CmiEllTS (OBSERVATION) 

Every student tliat is now participating in the two ABC Programs 
are very satisfied thjusy far. Each student indicated they would , 
like to see more participation from other students from their own . 
tribe. Some students indicated the academic school year was a 
long, long time to be a:way from their }iome, family, and friends, 
with only Que bredk ]^ Christmas vacation. 

RECOfS^JEIWATION': If the previous recomendatiom in the report 
OT'e considered, the student corments Will be clarified: ^ 

SUPERVISORY cSmHTS (OBSERVATION) 

27ie^ supervisor d?/ tJie Regional ABC Office at Dartmouth lias ex-^ 
pressed his views pertaijiing to the values stwients i^eceived 
from participating in the ABC Programs-. However, frustrations, 
do exist, with the delays in fwiding, lack of participation, com^ • 
munications', public relations, etc. All of these concerns nave 
been expressed a number of times and the same frustrations con-- 
tinue to broil and will continue until decisionals^ are made in 
Washington, B.C., which will determine the fate of tlie ABC 
Program for Indian youth. 

RECadMEnDATXOU: See Appendix ill^^i Objective and Operating Plan" for 
1977, which will help to eliminate these problems. 

XEACHER COmEIITS (OBSERVATION) ^ 

Taaoliers associated with the Indian participants of these two 
ABC Procjfxans cere 100 percent xh support of £he aims,, ob.fecf^Ves, 
philosophy, and opportunities^ presented to the participant^ in. 
fHBBB programs. However, they, are very ffmstrated in the tvne, 
delays for funding th^ pi^ogram for tHe 19^78^77, school year, as 
id^ii^i^tM^ tliese Mcaoe^ aelays cause a decline , in enrollment as 
stated. eaJ^lier in this report, because privqte scnools. cannot 
operate efficiently with empty beds in the^ Ufviti^tories^ T^ 
teachers expressed themselves with^ a lacK'op^mdi^ materials 



and tosxtual matexyLaU aoalldblo concerning Indian people of , 
fiorth Merica. , ^ . , " 

B ECOin^EUDATIOll: I p^roonelly gave tiiese teaaliera naneSj^ ^ - 

* addreoeea^l^evhone mmbev3 of individuals wJiC^ would pe vqzoxa^pe-^ 
ful in this acea. With better corimoiacations and public relations 
this problem can be eliminated in tlie very near future. 

XVII. ^ EXPAND Aim BEGIOV,ALIZE ABC (OBSEEVATIOIH) ; . ' ' 

'Ttx? professional educabora suggested the ABC concept should be: . 
expanded by contracting with private j^echoolp ttmar in 'Albuquerque, 

• . Sdnta ^e, qr Denver ao the atudents woutd dit be physically 

removed so far ^ from home. The UIA Scnool System does have the ^- . 
facilities resources,^ arid some personnel that are capable of . 
handling tJie:ABC Program closeT to ricfme 'Uowdvery question^ do 
arise as to whether the curriculm would meet their individual • 
academic needs^ the staff would meet the needs, and the admini^ 

« stratprs would be^able to cope with academiaalh/ successful stu^' 
dents on a limited basis. These people also feel it is robbery 
to remove talented^ students from the home environment and trans^ 
plant thes^0 people 2,400 miles away in a completely foreign 
environment. However, 'it should be pointed out tJuit these 
s^udentSy even though they are taansplanted-Jumdreds of miles 

* (tway from home,, my ^ better atmpsjpnere f6r learni^^g to take 
place without interference :frpm home^ community, family, relcftivcs, 

' ^imd -other tri^itL^g^hup&^ho^ -tempt- t'riese etidents,J^(^ eooiai 
conditions that may . not be desireable. ^ 

, WBCOm-IENDAJriOJ}: IJoha. Item #13 ia a deoidion that mu^tt^O^ 
' oemei^erod within the Office of IruMacn Eduaation Programa. 

/ - • 

COSCLUSIOa(S) .0 

Fijxtoioing ^uoational programa ia very expensive. Exaellent aac^mio pro- 
grama are p'enj difficult to identify. Sdaaatiomt opportimiti&p ar^ 
abxaxddnt. ■ Gifted atudenta are the minority in the educational apeotrm. 
It ia moat difficult .to. obtain deciaiona relative to Goveiv-iment at the 
very beit. It -ia ' disgraceful tlvzt- educational opportunities for' Indian ^| 
youth are nearly strangeed and smot'ri&red Because the finaruxinqj^ these' • 
programs do. delayed.' "People-to^Feople Relationships" could bei^evvtal*- .. 
' izedAtJirough the trcms fusion of mutiMl respect ^ ^oooperapitdn^ and under-^ ; 
f standing liltich would provide a oolw. educational background for -the 
J Indidi^ leader's of tomrrow. . s| . . ^ ' ; 
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/ November 3, 1976 



\^ Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Unf\ted States Senator 
Washington, , D.C. 



Dear Benatpr Kennedy: . ^ i v,-^ ^ ^ 

. , ^ \ Congratulations on your most recent landslide victory. - It is well 
deserved. 

* i I tre<;ently had-a dl^touraginQ meeting with Mr. Paul Sward of 
' Al buquejrque, New Mexico wh6 works wi.th the Resources Center of the^ Bure|^ 
of Indian Af fai r|^^ Northf lejd Mount. Hermon School has been^ effectively 
Involved in helping Native ^/^eri can ^outh prepare for college. Since 1973 
' wehave enrol le4,47 of whbm43 went from us to higher education. This Is 
an- unparral led su^ess ratio ma'de possible because we employ a fulNtime 
counseljor for th^se students and because our faculty and staff are. 
commi tfted' * to .the. program. ' . . 

/ But, the numbers trend Is disastrous: 

: - 21 ^ . . , . , 

197A-75 - 15, • : • 
' 1975-76 - II . 
1976-77- 7 • ' ' ■ 

V- ^ ;c . ^ ' V ' ' 

Tflje problems seem %p be two-^fold. There h^s^been a^suspiclbn that 
^attendanc^ here ^would cause young meii and women ;to abandon their tribal ^ 
affection and 'cbijnjl tment. v"tb' the bdst of d-ur knowledge, this has not happ^lied. 
If Nat I v^ American ^jirolla^Dit is, IS^or more ^e >bel ieve^ a '*'cri tical .mass*' \ 
circumstance exists .whidh promotes continued Concern for tradition. *The \ 
second ^problem seems to be* the feel tng that we wish , to skim the talent cream 
from B'lA boarding schools. [ Unless. I am woeful fy misinformed, there are 
thousanc^s of youngsters who* could benefit from an opportunity here who are 
not now j^nrol led in challe^nging schools. 

.- • ' , • . ■ 
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This year we were irrformed in September that funding would be 
available, fQr a' few^ addi t ional Native American|students» By then we were 
full to overflowing. aJ^d.ware forced to declineJ. My sincere hope is thai 
through your good offices we can identify fundirig possibilities an<i time- 
tables which will allow us to provide th^ experiences which so r^any promising 
Native Ame^ipan youth need, • . • • 



HLJrbg 

cc Dr. William D.emmert 

^ rfr» John Meade 

Mr, Paul Sward. 



Sincerely 'yours, 




President 



/ERIC 
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